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Unless you are from Iowa, or are a Civil War buff, or both, the name 
Grenville M. Dodge is not likely to be a familiar one. I suppose this 
means that the name Qf the 1'Grenville M. Dodge Housen should have the 
emphasis on~ rather than on Grenville M. Dodge, anyway. 

The House, as we all can see, is imposing enough today, and it takes 
little imagination to picture it as it was when it was built in 1869 or 
1870. Its cost, $35,000, was.a tidy sum indeed for a house in those 
days, and it was described as ''one of the most beautiful homes in the 
staten in 1874 by one of your state's early chroniclers. 

Yet no member of ti:J.e :Q~mocr.a.tic c:~,.dmiJl.istl'ation can come to Council 
Bluffs and admit that he is not aware of the fact that Dodge was a 
name to be reckoned with in Republican politics in Iowa for many 
years. It cannot escape notice that in this home stalwarts such as 
U. S. Grant, William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, and Warren G. 
Harding -- Republican presidents all -- were entertained by the General. 

Abraham Lincoln, of course, was never in this house, but he, too, was 
a friend of General Dodge. It was here in Council Bluffs that Dodge 
first met the future President. In 1859, the young engineer, barely 
28, was already a leading citizen of Iowa, in charge of reconnaissances 
for the Union Pacific west of the Missouri. Lincoln, interested in the 
railroad, sought out Dodge. In Dodge's words Lincoln "shelled my woods 
completely, and got all the information I had collected for my employer." 

The President in 1863 called Dodge from his command at Corinth, Miss
issippi, to consult about the location of the initial point of the 
Union Pacific. 'I!J:.incolnn, noted Iowan Dodge, 11was thoroughly posted 
on the sentiment of the country locally, as every town from Sioux City 
to Kansas City was contending for the location.n 

Dodge late in the War went to Missouri, where he used rather unorthodox 
methods to enforce compliance with civil authority, and specifically to 
rid the State of ttsouthern sympathizers.u 



An eager young lieutenant of his took the law into his own hands and 
executed a Missouri citizen who was found harboring a Rebel guerrilla. 
This so "struck terror throughout the State, especially to those of the 
southern sentiment, and they felt that their lives were not safe, and 
thousands of them emigrated iiilitediately to Idaho and Montana." 

Idaho happens to be my home State, and growing up there I knew some of 
£he-se old confederates. That they had been done a good turn General 

odge authenticates: '~ears afterwards when I went West, to the station 
opposite Boise, where they were investigating the question of putting in 
some.irrigation works, and while my car was standing on the siding, one 
day there came up from the Boise Valley a delegation of citizens, who 
loaded my car with fruit. I was absent and did not see them, but they 
told the station agent that they were citizens whom I had driven out of 
Missouri and that at one time they would have hung me if they could 
have gotten hold of me, but now they were thankful for the movement, 
and brought me this fruit with their compliments," 

But, as I said earlier, it is the General 1 s House which is the focus of 
our honor today; and ic is .the program of the Registry of National His
toric Landmarks which I would like to mention briefly. 

Congress in 1935 established a national policy of protecting for public 
use historic sites, buildings and objects of national significance for 
the inspiration and benefit of all the people. The Registry, an out
growth of this Act, does not signify national operation of the recognized 
landmarks. These are maintained by local, by state, or by federal bodies 
on trre p:ublic side, and many are in private ownership. The Dodge House 
is one of these; so is Fontenelle forest, across the river, which I will 
visit later today. 

Historic preservation has been called "area conservation". It is a good 
name, for conservation has come into its own, President Johnson recently 
paid a graceful tribute to my boss, Stewart Udall, for building a con
sciousness of conservation throughout our land. Speaking of leadership 
for conservation, he said: '~ am very proud of the leadership and the 
wisdom, the vitality and the vigorous approach that the distinguished 
and able Secretary of the Interior has made, the l~adership that he has 
provided from coast to coast in this field." 

America is responding. The editor of the American Institute of Archi
tecture Journal this month speaks of the need for cities to 1~etain the 
great variety of forms which have meaning for people. Some such forms -
buildings, or groups of buildings, squares, streets or other open 
places -- may be just old or historic, others may be evocative of local 
personalities or events, some may be of architectural values, others, 
though unimportant in themselves, may enhance the over-all visual value 
of. the environment. t• 
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The President'discussed what is happening to our cities in his great 
speech at the University of Michigan last May. Open land, he said, is 
vanishing and old landmarks are violated. 

Perhaps most importantly for our program today is what he said about 
solutions: 

'~he solution to these problems does not rest on a massive 
program in Washington, nor can it rely sol~ly on the 
strained resources of local authority. They require us to 
create new concepts of cooperation, a creative federalism, 
between the national c~pital and the leaders of local com
munities." 

I think I can return now to my opening observation, about a member of the 
Democratic administration honoring Grenville Dodge, distinguished Re
pu~lican. · 

I think it well for us to remember that conservation as a concept has 
little of the partisan about it. Conservationist progress has come, 
President Johnson has noted, in periods of concerted effort:. One period 
was under the leadership of a great Republican President:, Theodore 
Roosevelt; another under a great Democratic President:, Franklin 
Roosevelt. The great conservation accomplishments of the third great 
pe:riod which we are .now in have been furthered by bipartisan action of 
the Congress, evide.nced by the virt:ua.l un~J:liJ11i.t:y with, wltich la:Ildmark 
measures like the Wilderness Bill and the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Bill were passed. No single Congress, the President said to its 
leaders, has done so much to keep America a .. good and wholesome and 
beautiful place to live. There is a national consensus to look ahead, 
to plan ahead, to move ahead. 

Such was the spirit of Grenville Dodge• and his spirit is with us today. 

In that spirit, I have the honor of dedicating this structure as a 
Registered National Historic Landmark. 
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